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Play is Work 
Meeting Social-Sensory Needs of 
Pre-school Students with Special 
Needs 

Robin McCallister CCC-SLP 
Jana Rairden OTR 

Happy Kids!! 

Fun Together is So Important 
 More fun = faster learning 
 More fun = more learning opportunities 
 Fun added to the learning activity aids the 

learning and memory process 
 The student’s cues that tell that she/he wants 

to continue a fun activity are the basis for 
learning to communicate 

 Being a frequent source of fun and pleasure 
increases a student’s attention to YOU at all 
times 
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DR.  JEAN SAYS: 

You learn on your feet, 
Not on your seat!!! 

 Sensory social routines develop 
non-verbal communication and 
children’s understanding that 
their behavior affects other 
people. 

 Imitation training is a huge part 
of social interaction. 

 Bodies communicate and foster 
use of gestures. 
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Social Learning 
Tree 

Our social learning 
curriculum needs to 
make sense from a 
developmental 
standpoint. 
Michelle Garcia Winner 

Children do not 
learn “eye 
contact”.  They 
slowly and 
progressively 
learn to think with 
their eyes. 

A Healthy Root System 

 Joint attention  

 Emotional sharing and reciprocity 

 Sensory integration 
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 Establishing joint attention 
skills leads to the development 
of other important skills. 

 Visuals, Visuals, and more Visuals 

 Modeling, Modeling and more 
Modeling 

Talk Less and Show More 
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 Our frequent verbal prompts just 
become part of the unwanted noise 
that students tune out.   

 Visual prompts get better attention 
and retention. 

 Many children can get bogged down 
with our spoken teaching. 

 Establish a visual orientation style. 

 Children with social-cognitive deficits 
need the social curriculum/rules 
broken down into specific steps and 
taught to them. 
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Whole Body 
Listening 

Whole Body 
Listening 

Whole Body 
Listening 
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Coping Stratgies 

Start with easy routines 

Simple social 
stories are versatile. 
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MY FEELINGS 

OTHERS’ FEELINGS 

MOVEMENT…. 

MOVEMENT… 
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AND….. 
YOU GUESSED IT!! 

MORE MOVEMENT!! 

Get kids 
moving!! 

• ORGANIZING 

• RELAXATION 

• BILATERAL SKILLS 


